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(4) Al-Oiaib is the nauie borne In a number oi springs situated in different parts of the Arabian deseit.

(b) See page 12C of this volume.

10s, Or   f* He will engage in difficulties and say that they are easily got over.1'

(7; Safrja, the mother of az-Zubair, and Abu TAlib, the father of All, were brother and sister.

(8)  The Arabic words signify literally. What has passed away of that which has appeared'   This prover-
bial expiession is noticed by al-Maidam, tome II. page G57 of Freytag's edition.

(9)  Al-Jazti (the valley); some valley in Arabia is here meant.

(10)  Al-Ghaur is the name given to the valley of the Jordan.

(1i; Xaftj ol-Balugha (the highway of eloquence). This work is stated by some writersjto have been com-
piled Ly the shortf Abu '1-KAsim Ah al-Murtada (vol. IL p. 250), and that it consists of maxims and discourses
uttered by AH Ibn Abi Tahb; but the general opinion is unfavorable to its authenticity. Some large commen-
taries have been composed to elucidate it.

(12) I read fardid with the edition of Boulac.

MUWAFFAK AD-DIN AL-IRBILL

Abu Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn Yusuf Ibn Muhammad Ibn Kaid al-Irbili (native
of Arbela}> surnamed Muwaffak ad-Din (favoured in his religion], was brought up at
Arbela, the native place of his family, but he was born at Bahrain, (whence his
surname of al-Bahrdni}.   This celebrated poet, who bore also the highest reputation
by his knowledge of the (pure] Arabic language, displayed great talents in all the
various species of poetry; he ranked with the most learned of the age in the sciences
of prosody and rhyme; in poetical criticism he was one of the most acute; in dis-
tinguishing faults from beauties, one of the most skilful, and in testing poetical
compositions, one of the most expert    Having acquired some knowledge of the
sciences of the ancients (the Greefo], he drew up an explanation of (the difficulties
offered by] the Book of Euclid.    At Bahrain, when yet a boy, and before he had
commenced his literary studies, he composed verses in imitation of the example
offered by the Arabs of the desert.    He was the master under whose tuition Abu
'1-Barakat Ibn al-Mustaufi (vol IL p. 556], the author of the History of Arbela,
studied the sciences connected with the art of poetry and finished his education.